Idiopathic fecal incontinence.
Pelvic floor dysfunction is related to neuropathic injury to the pelvic floor musculature. Clinically, the patient may present with genital prolapse or urinary or fecal incontinence. For a successful outcome, the physician must consider all pelvic compartments in the evaluation and treatment of patients with these disorders. Disorders of the posterior compartment are the least familiar to the gynecologist. Idiopathic fecal incontinence, a posterior compartment defect, is defined as a progressive deterioration of anal sphincter function in patients with no history of sphincter damage. This review discusses the latest findings about idiopathic fecal incontinence within the context of pelvic floor dysfunction and neuropathy.